


 
 
 

           Sunday Readings 
 
 

First Reading: (Genesis 2:7ab, 15, 18-24) The “lawfulness” of  
divorce in Israel was never an issue. Moses had long ago allowed it 
(see Deuteronomy 24:1–4). But Jesus points His enemies back before  
Moses, to “the beginning,” interpreting the text we hear in today’s First 
Reading.  
 
Second Reading: (Hebrews 2:9-11) Marriage also is a sign of God’s 
new covenant. As today’s Epistle hints, Jesus is the new Adam—made a 
little lower than the angels, born of a human family (see Romans 
5:14; Psalm 8:5–7). The Church is the new Eve, the “woman” born of 
Christ’s pierced side as He hung in the sleep of death on the Cross 
(see John 19:34; Revelation 12:1–17).  
 
Gospel: (Mark 10:2-16) That’s why today’s Gospel moves so easily from a 
debate about marriage to Jesus’ blessing of children. Children are blessings 
the Father bestows on couples who walk in His ways, as we sing in today’s 
Psalm.  https://stpaulcenter.com/reflections for more info.   
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We are Getting Divorced 

Morris calls his son in NY and says, "Benny, I have something 
to tell you. However, I don't want to discuss it. I'm merely tell-
ing you because you're my oldest child, and I thought you ought 
to know. I've made up my mind, I'm divorcing Mama." The son 
is shocked, and asks his father to tell him what happened. 

"I don't want to get into it. My mind is made up." 

"But Dad, you just can't decide to divorce Mama just like that 
after 54 years together. What happened?" 

"It's too painful to talk about it. I only called because you're my 
son, and I thought you should know. I really don't want to get 
into it anymore than this. You can call your sister and tell her.  
It will spare me the pain." 
 
"But where's Mama? Can I talk to her?" 
 
"No, I don't want you to say anything to her about it. I haven't 
told her yet. Believe me it hasn't been easy. I've agonized over it 
for several days, and I've finally come to a decision. I have an 
appointment with the lawyer the day after tomorrow." 

"Dad, don't do anything rash. I'm going to take the first flight 
down. Promise me that you won't do anything until I get there." 

"Well, all right, I promise. Next week is Yom Kippur. I'll hold off 
seeing the lawyer until after then. Call your sister in MA and 
break the news to her. I just can't bear to talk about it any-
more." 

A half hour later, Morris receives a call from his daughter who 
tells him that she and her brother were able to get tickets and 
that they and the children will be arriving in Florida the day 
after tomorrow. "Benny told me that you don't want to talk 
about it on the telephone, but promise me that you won't do 
anything until we both get there." Morris promises. 

After hanging up from his daughter, Morris turns to his wife 
and says, "Well, it worked this time, but we are going to have to 
come up with a new idea to get them here for Passover!" 

 

 

 

Rosary & Gathering 

The bereavement ministry is inviting  
all families and friends who have lost  
a loved one to attend a get together  
to pray the rosary for our loved one  

and, afterwards, share our bereavement 
journey at coffee in the church hall.  

 

This is happening October 8, 10 a.m. at 
St. Francis de Sales church.   

Please meet us in the church hall. 

Priests Study Days         

Fr. Mariusz will be away October 8, 9, 10 
for the Priests Study Days. There will  

be no mass on these days. 
Please Note: there will be mass on Oct. 7 & 11. 

 

Please Note: Fr. Mariusz w ill take the 
Mass intentions that have been booked 

with him and say them at the retreat. 

Please put Fr. Mariusz in your  
prayers for safe travels. 

 

SFDS Catholic Women’s LeaguE 
 

Just a reminder that the CWL General Meeting will be  
held on Wed. October 9th, immediately following the 6:00pm CWL Mass. 



Confession or Communion to the Homebound 
 

If you are homebound and desiring to receive communion or  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please call the parish office at  
403-652-2203 or email Father Marius at dzambel@me.com to  
request a visit.   He will do his best to schedule a visit with you 

 
 
 
                                         

         
" 
 
 
The Eucharist is the secret of my day. It gives strength and meaning  
to all my activities of service to the Church and to the whole world.   

Let Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament speak to your hearts.  It is he who is the 
true answer of life that you seek.  He stays here with us: he is God with 

us. Seek him without tiring, welcome him without reserve, love him without 
interruption: today, tomorrow, forever."  Saint John Paul II 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Adoration 

Please join us for our 
Adoration after the 9:00  
am mass on Thursdays,  

from 9:45 am—9:00pm.  
If you would like to come  

for an assigned time, please 
contact Nancy in the office  

at 403-652-2203  
or email her at  

francisdesales@shaw.ca  
All are welcome! 

Sunday Offering 

Did you know we now take Donations  
electronically! You have the following options: 

Direct Debit, Visa, Master Card. We also  
have E-transfer set up. The email address is  

 

donation@francisdesaleshighriver.com 
If you are interested in switching over to 

one of these payment methods, please 
call Nancy in the church office at 
403-652-2203 or email her at  

francisdesales@shaw.ca 

 

  
 
 
 
If you are in the hospital,  
and are Roman Catholic, 

please insure you or a family 
member contacts Nancy in  

the Church Office at  
403– 652-2203.   

This will ensure that you will  
be visited by the Priest or  

Pastoral Care Team. 

 
Game Night at SFDS 

Come join us in building fellowship through an evening of  
intellectually stimulating board games. Discover a world  

beyond mass-market titles like Monopoly, Sorry!, and Uno. 
Modern-day board games rely less on a lucky roll of the dice  
or the flip of a card, and more on good design that rewards 

thoughtful analysis and good decisions. These games can be  
a good alternative to chess, cribbage, or bridge. 

  

Friday, October 25, 2024 

5:30 PM–10:30 PM (ish) in the Church Hall 

Loose Itinerary: 

Board gaming 101 orientation plus Q&A (~15 min.) 

Pizza & icebreaker game (~30 min.) 

Main-event gaming (remainder of evening) 

To get the most out of the event, please arrive at the start time  
so you don’t miss the orientation, Q&A, and pizza. Latecomers 

may need to wait for enough players to start a game. 
 

Please note: m odern gam es are not toys, and som e are 
like Fr. Mariusz’s motorbike—very expensive—thus, attendees 
are asked to treat the games with care and respect.  Children 

under 16 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
 

For more information or questions contact  
Rhona-Mae Arca at 403-803-6835. 

 
Please Note: Please call the office to register for this 

game night, as we need #’s for ordering pizza. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 Chaplet of the  
Divine Mercy 

 
There is a small group who 
gathers at the church every 
Tuesday at 3pm to  pray 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

followed by the Rosary. We 
usually finish by 3:30 and no 

commitment is necessary.  
 

If interested, please feel  
free to drop by anytime  

and join us. 
(please note: you will need 
to come through the office 

door) 

 



 

Memorial of Our Lady of the 
Rosary 7 of October 

The 16th century in Europe's history was 
when its inhabitants once again faced the 
threat of Muslim armies. This time the 
aggressor is Turkey, which has just 
reached the peak of its power and is look-
ing more and more greedily at the coun-
tries in the northern part of the Mediter-
ranean. The growing threat from it 
reached its climax in the early 1670s, 
when Pius V, a Dominican, was pope. 

Faced with the risk that the State of the 
Church would turn into a province of the 
Ottoman Empire, the pope took political 
action: he established the Holy League, 
began to collect troops and money for 
their maintenance, and thought about 
strategy. However, he did not neglect the 
spiritual side and reached for a measure 
proven by hundreds of years of practice in 
his order – he addressed the whole 
Church with a call to pray the rosary in 
the intention of the victory of Christians. 

 

The day of the decisive battle fell on Octo-
ber 7, 1571, the first Sunday of the month 
– the day that the Dominicans celebrated 

as the remembrance of Mary, Queen of the Rosary. At Lepanto in the Gulf of Corinth, two powerful naval armies 
faced each other, and the Pope and the faithful fell to their knees with rosaries in their hands. 

During the prayer, Pius V had a vision in which he saw the bay where the battle was taking place, and above it 
Mary looking calmly at the struggle. Our Lady assured the Pope of victory. And indeed – no sooner had the bat-
tle begun than the wind unfavourable to the armies of the Holy League died down. The outnumbered Turkish 
ships were scattered, only a small number of them managed to escape. The blow was so strong that the Turkish 
fleet never regained its glory. 

To commemorate this event, Pius V established the remembrance of Our Lady of Victory on October 7, and two 
years later Pope Gregory XIII designated the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on the first Sunday of October. This 
concerned only the territories of the State of the Church, until in the eighteenth century, Clement XI, in grati-
tude for the defeat of the Truks near Belgrade, extended this feast to the entire Church. In the twentieth century, 
as part of the liturgical reform, Pius X moved the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary to October 7. 

A few dozen years earlier, in 1883, Leo XIII ordered the invocation 'Queen of the Rosary' to be inscribed in the 
Litany of Loreto. He also, two years later, ordered that the Rosary be prayed every day throughout October. And 
so the Dominican way of defeating the enemy became a tactic known throughout the Church. Known and highly 
valued. 

  



Our Lady of Fatima urged, "I want you to pray the Rosary every day for peace in the world, the 
conversion of sinners, and an end to wars." Let's make an effort to obey Mary's call and pray the 
Rosary daily. In our parish, the Rosary is prayed every day after the Holy Mass, and on Sundays, it 
is prayed before the Mass. 

 

The Rosary prayer is a prayer that unites everyone, as everyone can find something for themselves in it. A mystic 
may devote themselves to meditating on the mysteries of the Rosary, a contemplative may imagine Gospel scenes, 
and an activist may pray the Rosary quickly, ten by ten. The prayer is simple and suitable for the poor and the rich, 
for children, adults, and the elderly. We all learned it as children, and in adult life, we may reach for the rosary in 
difficult moments, problems, troubles, and doubts. Soren Kierkegaard said: "A man without faith stumbles over a 
blade of straw, with faith he moves mountains." This also applies to the rosary prayer – those who use it speak 
about miracles, strengthened faith, and achieving the impossible. 

 

The origins of the Rosary prayer date back to the times of the Desert Fathers in the third and fourth centuries. 
They used strings to count repeated prayers. The word rosary is not only associated with the prayer itself but also 
with the characteristic chaplet (prayer rope) used to count the number of repeated parts of the prayer. The spread 
of the Rosary prayer is attributed to the Dominican Blessed Alain de la Roche (†1475), who initiated the Church's 
tradition according to which the Blessed Virgin inspired St. Dominic Guzman to pray the Rosary for the conver-
sion of heretical Albigensians and sinners. 

 

The Rosary prayer, which consists of the repeated 'Hail Mary', is a call to Mary, the Mother of God, asking for sup-
port. A humorous analogy on Facebook compares the rosary prayer to little Jesus pulling Mary's robe, shouting: 
"Mom, mom, mom..." In a similar way, we call to Our Lady for help as we move the beads of the rosary. Although 
God is the one who works miracles, Mary intercedes for us and asks with us, as if she were crying out to God on 
our behalf. Mary cares for us when we feel bad, like a real mother. Each of us carries a different image of a mother 
in our hearts based on our experiences, but Mary surpasses even our imaginations. St. John Paul II often spoke 
about the intercession and role of Mary, entrusting his life and pontificate to her. 



 

Oct. 1– 31,  

2024 

Oct. 1 7:00 pm Darlene Gillis † 
Oct. 2 6:00 pm Bereavement Mass 

Oct. 3 9:15 am Therese Driver 

Oct. 4 9:15 am Jake Baldwin 

Oct. 5 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Dolores Miller † 
Our Parish 

Oct. 6 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

St. Andrew’s CWL Sisters 
Lyle & Doreen Needham 

Oct. 7 9:00 am Conner Bateman 

Oct. 8 7:00 pm Bruce Larsson † 
Oct. 9 4:00 pm—(HR Hospital) 

6:00 pm 
Donald Trump & Family 

SFDS CWL Sisters 

Oct. 10 9:15 am Donald Trump & Family 

Oct. 11 9:15 am Lew & Carol Johnson 

Oct. 12 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Donald Trump & Family 
Danny & Mary Rehak † 

Oct. 13 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

Our Parish 
 Lyle & Doreen Needham 

Oct. 14 9:00 am Donald Trump & Family 

Oct. 15 7:00 pm Pierre Poilievre & Family 

Oct. 16 3:15 pm (Seasons HR) 
6 :00 pm 

Pierre Poilievre & Family 
Theresa Fallows † 

Oct. 17 9:15 am Frank Charette † 

Oct. 18 9:15 am Dolores Miller † 

Oct. 19 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

George & Antonina Sztuk † 
Our Parish 

Oct. 20 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

Chris Magoose 
 Michelle Craig † 

Oct. 21 9:00 am Kay Rosell 

Oct. 22 7:00 pm Deacon Larry Driver 

Oct. 23 3:30 pm—(The Manor) 
6:00 pm 

Pierre Poilievre & Family 
Jerry Rosell 

Oct. 24 9:15 am Frank Charette † 

Oct. 25 9:15 am Barb Charette 

Oct. 26 9:00 am 
5:00 pm 

Pierre Poilievre & Family 
Danny & Marie Rehak † 

Oct. 27 9:00 am—(Vulcan) 
11:00 am 

Our Parish 
Grant Fraser 

Oct. 28 9:00 am Deacon Larry Driver 

Oct. 29 7:00 pm Felix & Carmen Amores † 

Oct. 30 4:00 pm—(HR Hospital) 
6:00 pm 

Pierre Poilievre & Family 
Theresa Fallows † 

Oct. 31 9:15 am John & Balida Hoffart † 

 



 

 

 


